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Grievance Cell for Students
FLOW CHART

Stage IV
Principal
Stage V
Stage VI
University of

Grievance Cell.

Procedure of Grievance Cell for the Students

Stage I: ,

Students can report their grievance to the Class General Secretary (GS).

Stage II:

The grievance which could not be sorted out at Stage I can be further referred t
Tutorial Incharge Teacher.

Stage I1I:

The grievance which could not be redressed at Stage 11 can
of the College.

Stage IV:

The Principal undertakes the grievance which could not be sorted at Stage 111
Stage V:

The matter which could not be resolved at Stage IV wou
procedure.

Stage VI: )
If the grievance couldn’t be redressed at Stage V it can be resolved at University of Mumbai, (’/‘-/
Grievance Cell.

The above is the Step Ladder Method of Grievance redressal mechanism of the é&ll en ﬁw
from it open door policy is also in place for students to directly approach mana P;:iuripa!
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Anti-Ragging & Anti-Sexual Harassment Cell

As per the order of Supreme Court of India and subsequent Notification from University Grants
Commission (UGC), ragging constitutes one or more of any intention by any student or group of
students on:

1. Any act of Indiscipline, Teasing or Handling with Rudeness.

2.Any act that Prevents, Disrupts the Regular Academic Activity. |
3. Any activity which is likely to cause Annoyance, hardship, Psychological Harm or creates Fear or r
Apprehension.

4. Any Act of Financial Extortion or Forceful Expenditure.

5.Any Act of Physical Abuse causing Assault, Harm or danger to Health.

6. Any Act of abuse by spoken words, emails, SMS or public insult etc.

7.Any Act of injury or infringement of the fundamental right to the human dignity.

8. Any Act of Wrongful Confinement, Kidnapping, molesting or committing unnatural offences, use
of criminal forces, trespass or intimidation.

9. Any unlawful assembly or conspiracy to ragging.

Any student or group of students found guilty of ragging in the campus or even outside the campus
shall be liable to one or more of the following punishments

1. Debarring from appearing in any sessional test / University Examination
2. Suspension from attending classes and academic privileges

3. Withdrawing all College benefits

4.Suspension from the college for a period of one month

Or. ®ent Francis
Principal

 Mahara £050aleon Society's
Pillai Callege of Ecucation & Research
Chumbur, Mumbai - 400 071, W
Dr. Reni Francis
Principal

Mahatma Education Soclety's
Pillal College of Education & Research
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 071.
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Grievance Form, PCER, Chembur

While this platform allows all student-teachers to voice their concerns in an open manner it
is imperative that the complainant exercises due diligence and care in deciding what he/she
would qualify as a grievance that is serious enough to deserve the attention of this
committee comprising of the Principal ,faculty and student representatives.

@ pcerquestionbank@mes.ac.in (not shared) Switch account

&

* Required
Name of the student

Your answer

Contact Number *

Your answer

Mention the B.Ed batch *

O 201921

O 202022
o/
* . -
- Dr. Reni Francts
(2 Femel Principal "
o ation Society's

Mahatma Educa

pillai College of Education & Re:earch
O e Chembur, Mumbai - 400 071.

(O Transgender

& Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Area of Grievance *

O Academic f
(O Non-academic (l
O Discrimination |
(O Harassment

(O Any other

Date of the problem/ incident/ Duration of the problem *

Your answer

Description of the problem *

Your answer

Clear form

Never submit passwords through Google Forms.

This form was created inside of Mahatma Education Society. Report Abuse_

Google Forms

d

Dr. Reni Francis
Principal
Mahatma Education Society's

Pillal College of Education & Research
Chembur, Mumbal - 400 071.
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MINISTER
; . MINISTRY OF WOMEN & CHILD DEVELOPMENT
NHqH] old Tf!iﬂ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
C_!'{{annéa (_—'9;”:/}:-(;1 (_S,fjfx-n(fxt- NEW DELHI-110001
MESSAGE

With improved access to education and employment, millions of Indian
women are enterting the country's workforce today. Many working women
face sexual harassment at the workplace on a daily basis. It is crucial
therefore that as a country, we strive to eliminate work-place sexual
harassment since women have the right to work in safe and secure
environment. It is the responsibility of every employer to ensure safety of
women in a work environment and improve their participation. This will
contribute to realization of their right to gender equality and result in
economic empowerment and inclusive growth and benefit the nation as a
whole.

I am pleased to present this Handbook on Sexual Harassment of Women
at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. It provides
key information about the provisions of the Act in an easy-to-use and practical
manner. The Handbook has been developed with the aim to ensure that the
citizens of India are aware of their rights and obligations in terms of creating
safe workplace environment for women.

Government of India is committed to promote gender equality and
women's empowerment across every sector. This Handbook reflects our
commitment to empower women as economic agents and improve their ability
to access markets on competitive and equitable terms. | am confident that
this Handbook which advocates and enforces the rules as laid out in the
Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, will be beneficial to everyone. The practical and user-friendly
procedures outlined in the Handbook will be useful for actual implementation

of the Act.
s bepy §L

(Smt. Maneka ay Gandhi)

Off. : ‘A’ Wing, Shastrl Bhavan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi-110 001, Tel. : 23074052-54, Fax : 23387384
fesl. : 14 Ashoks Road, New Delhi-110001, Tel. : 23357088, Fax : 23354321
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18™ Novernber 2015
FOREWORD

| am pleased to share with you this Handbook on Sexual Harassment
of Wemen at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013.
This Handbook is of immense importance because combating sexual
harassment involves developing deeper understanding of what is sexual
harassment and change of attitudes in all - be it employer, employees,
colleagues, friends, or the policy makers.

Sexual Harassment at workplace is an extension of violence in
everyday life and is discriminatory and exploitative, as it affects women's right
to life and livelihood. In India, for the first time in 1997, a petition was filed in
the Supreme Court to enforce the fundamental rights of working women, after
the brutal gang rape of Bhanwari Devi a social worker from Rajasthan. As an
outcome of the landmark judgment of the Vishaka and Others v State of
Rajasthan the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, was enacted wherein it was made
mandatory for every employer to provide a mechanism to redress grievances
pertaining to workplace sexual harassment and enforce the right to gender
equality of working women. The Act is also unique for its wide ambit as it is
applicable to the organized sector as well as the unorganized sector.

The legislation, however. requires the support and commitment of all
stakeholders for its effective and successful implementation in preventing
workplace sexual harassmenl. It casts an obligation upon the employer to
address the grievances in respect of sexual harassment at workplace in a
time bound manner. It is in this context that this Handbook would be very
useful as it provides clear definition of what constitutes sexual harassment
and explains how the complaint process works.

I am sure that the Handbook will be extremely useful to all agencies
concerned and help them in taking pro-active measures to eradicate the
problem/menace of workplace sexual harassment in the country.

| —

—
(V. Somasundaran)
e 'ﬁ;ﬂ.r“;-:‘.-‘?;j{v‘-..-_y._!_‘: .;.'];g—:,-,a..\ Prasnd Aoad New Deoind '__3'0--"
el OVY 732358 Fax 031-23381458 E-mall  sucymedend
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PREFACE

The Govemnment of India is committed to ending all forms of violence against women
that negatively impact society, hamper gender equality and constricts the social and economic
development of the country,

Since, sexual harassment results in violation of the fundamental rights of a woman to
equality as per Articles 14 and 15 and her right to live with dignity as mentioned under
Article 21 of the Constitution, the Government of India enacted the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act. 2013. The Act is an
extension of the Vishaka Guidelines issued by the Supreme Court in 1997. The Supreme
Court of India. for the first time in the Vishaka Guidelines, acknowledged Sexual Harassment
at the workplace as a human rights violation. Further, the Act also reflects the commitment of
the Government to the ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on July 09, 1993. This new legislation makes
every effort to be a user friendly tool in the hands of the employers and employees, to create
safe and secure workplaces for all women.

With the enactment of the Act, India is now a pant of a select group of countries to
have prohibited sexual harassment at workplace through national legislation. The Act is
unique in its broad coverage which includes all working women from organised and
unorganised scctors alike, as also public and private sectors, regardless of hierarchy.
Effective implementation of the Act is a challenge. The Handbook is designed to be a Ready
Reckoner for organisations vested with responsibility to enforce the law.

The Handbook is structured into six sections. The first section is an introduction and
detail regarding the genesis of the Act, the second scts the context by defining the workplace
and sexual harassment and impact of such behaviour, the third focuses on the key individuals
and institutions involved in prohibition and prevention processes and their responsibilities,
section four discusses the redressal mechanism followed by monitoring requirement in
section five and important international frameworks and best practices on sexual harassment
at the workplace in the concluding section.
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“The meaning and content of the fundamental rights
guaranteed in the Constitution of India are of sufficient

amplitudes to encompass all facets of gender equality....”

%_I Late Chief Justice J.S. Verma, Supreme Court of India, Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan rE‘
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“Whereas sexual harassment results in violation of the fundamental rights
of a Woman to equality ... ”

[Preamble, Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition & Redressal) Act]

must be secured for all its citizens; equality of every person under the law is guaranteed by

senshrined in the Preamble to the Constitution of India, “equality of status and opportunity”
I \ Article 14 of the Constitution.

A safe workplace is therefore a woman’s legal right. Indeed, the Constitutional doctrine of equality
and personal liberty is contained in Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Indian Constitution. These articles
ensure a person’s right to equal protection under the law, to live a life free from discrimination
on any ground and to protection of life and personal liberty. This is further reinforced by the UN
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which was
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1979 and which is ratified by India. Often described as an
international bill of rights for women, it calls for the equality of women and men in terms of human
rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural and civil spheres. It
underlines that discrimination and attacks on women’s dignity violate the principle of equality of
rights.

Sexual harassment constitutes a gross violation of women's right to equality and dignity. Ithas
its roots in patriarchy and its attendant perception that men are superior to women andthat
some forms of violence against women are acceptable. One of these is workplace sexual
harassment, which views various forms of such harassment, as harmless and trivial. Often, it is
excused as ‘natural’ male behaviour or ‘harmless flirtation’ which women enjoy. Contrary to these
perceptions, it causes serious harm and is also a strong manifestation of sex discrimination at the
workplace. Not only is it an infringement of the fundamental rights of a woman, under Article 19
(1) (g) of the Constitution of India “to practice any profession or to carry out any occupation, trade
or business”; it erodes equality and puts the dignity and the physical and psychological well-being
of workers at risk. This leads to poor productivity and a negative impact on lives and livelihoods.
To further compound the matter, deep-rooted socio-cultural behavioural patterns, which create
a gender hierarchy, tend to place responsibility on the victim, thereby increasing inequality in the

workplace and in the society at large.
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Though sexual harassment at the workplace has assumed serious proportions, women do not
report the matter to the concerned authorities in most cases due to fear of reprisal from the
harasser, losing one’s livelihood, being stigmatized, or losing professional standing and personal

reputation.
Across the globe today, workplace sexual harassment is increasingly understood as a violation

of women's rights and a form of violence against women. Indeed, the social construct of male
privileges in society continues to be used to justify violence against women in the private and
public sphere. In essence, sexual harassment is a mirror reflecting male power over women that
sustains patriarchal relations. In a society where violence against women, both subtle and direct,
is borne out of the patriarchal values, women are forced to conform to traditional gender roles.
These patriarchal values and attitudes of both women and men pose the greatest challenge in
resolution and prevention of sexual harassment. Workplace sexual harassment, like other forms
of violence, is not harmless. It involves serious health, human, economic and social costs, which

manifests themselves in the overall development indices of a nation.

The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013
was enacted to ensure safe working spaces for women and to build enabling work environments
that respect women’s right to equality of status and opportunity. An effective implementation
of the Act will contribute to the realization of their right to gender equality, life and liberty, equality
in working conditions everywhere. The sense of security at the workplace willimprove women’s
participation in work, resulting in their economic empowerment and inclusive growth.

The full scale of the problem is not known given the difficulties in documenting the experience
of those who have experienced workplace sexual harassment. However, available studies on
sexual harassment show that it is certainly prevalent in India today. This is why the legislation is an
important step forward within the larger architecture of women’s rights, as it tackles this issue to

secure the rights of women workers across the country.
While the official figures for women’s work participation are low, much of the work that women
do is not captured in official data accounts. It is argued' that where this is to be captured, women’s
overall work participation would be 86.2 per cent. While the official data® shows that women’s
work participation rate is around 25.3 per cent in rural areas and 14.7 per cent in the urban areas,
estimates indicate that there is a huge workforce of women, therefore there is a need to secure
their workplace and entitlements. Given, that 93 per cent of women workers are employed in the
informal sector, they remain unprotected by laws. With no laws or mechanisms to protect them,

proactive measures are required to make their workplaces safe.

'Professor Jayati Ghosh, Paper on ‘What Exactly is Work? http://www.macroscan.org/cur/oct14/pdf/Exactly Work.pdf

*NSSO 2011-12
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It is well established that ensuring safe working conditions for women leads to a positive impact
on their participation in the workforce and increases their productivity, which in turn benefits the
nation as a whole. Economically, empowered women are key to the nation’s overall development
and this can only be achieved if it is ensured that women’s workspaces across all sectors and all
over the country have a safe and secure environment for work.

It is important as well to ensure that the emphasis is on prevention rather than punitive action.
This calls for widespread awareness on the Act among employers, managers and the workers
themselves. Frequently, women workers may face sexual harassment but may not be aware that
it is a breach of their rights and that there is something they can do about it. They need to know
that they can do something about it. Then there are others, who may believe that it is a personal
matter that needs to be resolved by the people involved. In order to change this order of things, it
is urgent that measures are taken to change mind-sets and attitudes by creating awareness about
what constitutes sexual harassment and the steps that can be taken to address it.

This handbook will serve as an important tool to make workplaces safe and benefit both workers
and employers alike, leading to mutual gains.

1.1 THE MANDATE

Today, all workplaces in India are mandated by law to provide a safe and secure working
environment free from sexual harassment for all women.

1.2 THE GENESIS

| level change agent, Bhanwari Devi, was engaged by the state of Rajasthan as a
tion of the practice of child marriages. During the course of her
work, she prevented the marriage of a one-year old girlin the community. Her work was met with
resentment and attracted harassment from men of that community. Bhanwari Devi reported this
to the local authority but no action was taken. That omission came at great cost = Bhanwari was

subsequently gang raped by those very men.

The Bhanwari Devi case revealed the ever-present sexual harm to which millions of working women
are exposed across the country, everywhere and everyday irrespective of their location. It al_so
shows the extent to which that harm can escalate if nothing is done to check sexually offensive

behaviour in the workplace.

In 1992, a rura
Sathin’ to work towards the preven

Based on the facts of Bhanwari Devi’s case, a public Interest Litigation (PIL) was filed by Vishaka and
other women groups against the State of Rajasthan and Union of Ind'ia before the ?upreme Courii
of India. It proposed that sexual harassment be recognized as a? violation of women s funda;rent;:j
right to equality and that all workplaceslestablishments,’instltutions be made accountable an

responsible to uphold these rights.

1 Sathin’ means a friend

e S
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In a landmark judgment, Vishaka vs. State of Rajasthan (1997)%, the Supreme Court of India created
legally binding guidelines basing it on the right to equality and dignity accorded under the Indian

Constitution as well as by the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW).

It included:

A definition of sexual harassment

Shifting accountability from individuals to institutions
Prioritizing prevention

Provision of an innovative redress mechanism

The Supreme Court defined sexual harassment as any unwelcome, sexually determined physical,
verbal, or non-verbal conduct. Examples included sexually suggestive remarks about women,
demands for sexual favours, and sexually offensive visuals in the workplace. The definition also
covered situations where a woman could be disadvantaged in her workplace as a result of threats
relating to employment decisions that could negatively affect her working life.

It placed responsibility on employers to ensure that women did not face a hostile environment,
and prohibited intimidation or victimization of those cooperating with an inquiry, including the
affected complainant as well as witnesses.

It directed for the establishment of redressal mechanism in the form of Complaints Committee,
which will look into the matters of sexual harassment of women at workplace. The Complaints
Committees were mandated to be headed by a woman employee, with not less than half of its
members being women and provided for the involvement of a third party person/NGO expert on
the issue, to prevent any undue pressure on the complainant. The guidelines extended to all kinds
of employment, from paid to voluntary, across the public and private sectors.

Vishaka established that international standardsflaw could serve to expand the scope of India’s
Constitutional guarantees and fill in the gaps wherever they exist. India’s innovative history in
tackling workplace sexual harassment beginning with the Vishaka Guidelines and subsequent
legislation has given critical visibility to the issue. Workplaces must now own their responsibility
within this context and ensure that women can work in safe and secure spaces.

1.3 THE ACT

Having raised the bar of responsibility and accountability in the Vishaka Guidelines, the Supreme
Court placed an obligation on workplaces, institutions and those in positions of responsibility, to
uphold working women’s fundamental right to equality and dignity at the workplace. Three key
obligations were imposed on institutions to meet that standard, namely:

HAIR 1997 Supreme Court 3011)
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Prohibition
Prevention
Redress

In 2013, the Government of India notified the Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act (referred to as Act
hereinafter). Consistent with the Vishaka judgment, the
Act aspires to ensure women’s right to workplace
equality, free from sexual harassment through
compliance with the above mentioned three elements.

It is important to note that the Act provides acivil
remedy to women and is in addition to other laws
that are currently in force. Consequently,any
woman who wishes to report instances of sexual
harassment at the workplace has the right to take
recourse of both civil and criminal proceedings.

1.4 PURPOSE OF THIS HANDBOOK

This handbook is meant for all workplaces/institutions/organizations to provide a basic
understanding of sexual harassment at places of work. Additionally, it is designed to offer Internal
Complaints Committee/s and Local Complaints Committee/s (Complaints Committee/s) established
under the Act, with simple, user friendly information on sexual harassment; what is expected of
Complaints Committee/s to redress a complaint; and what the inquiry process and outcome should

include.

1.5 WHO IS THIS HANDBOOK FOR
worker) about workplace sexual harassment

This handbook informs the end user (an employee/
dress as provided under the Act and

and their right to an informed complaint process in seeking re
Rules framed thereunder.

1.6 STRUCTURE OF THE HANDBOOK

This Handbook has 6 sections, with each cont
well as their employers, on how to deal with sexua

aining information for women, male co-workers as

| harassment at the workplace in the context of

the Act.

; i e

Section 1 serves as an introduction, as it details the genesis of the A‘ct and‘ the [htstgry t:i::c: r:e
as well as provides a brief description of the Act itself. This section also desc

purpose of this handbook and who it is designed for.
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Section 2 sets the context by defining a workplace and sexual harassment. It provides the reader

with key elements, such as examples of sexual harassment as well as scenarios and the
impact of such behaviour.

Section 3 focuses on the key individuals and institutions involved in the prohibition and prevention
processes and their responsibilities.

Section 4 is about redress. This section identifies and defines the key players involved in the
complaint mechanism (including the complainant and the respondent). It details the
stages of the complaint process. Particular attention is paid to the complaints committee
which plays a very important role in this process.

Section 5 describes the monitoring requirements as per the Act.

Section 6 lists the important international frameworks and select best practices on sexual
harassment at the workplace.
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Workplace Sexual Harassment- What Is It?

“No woman shall be subjected to sexual harassment at any workplace.”

Section 3(1) of the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013

highlights key elements of workplace sexual harassment. It provides examples of behaviours

through which a woman can experience possible professional and personal harm. It presents
the user with scenarios from across-section of work contexts to build clarity on different forms of
sexual harassment as identified under the Act.

This section defines the aggrieved woman, workplace and sexual harassment as well as

2.1 WHO IS AN AGGRIEVED WOMAN?

The Act recognizes the right of every woman to a safe and secure workplace environment
irrespective of her age or employment/work status. Hence, the right of all women working or
visiting any workplace whether in the capacity of regular, temporary, adhoc, or daily wages basis
is protected under the Act.

It includes all women whether engaged directly or through an agent including a contractor, with
or without the knowledge of the principal employer. They may be working for remuneration, on a
voluntary basis or otherwise. Their terms of employment can be express or implied.

Further, she could be a co-worker, a contract worker, probationer, trainee, apprentice, or called by
any other such name. The Act also covers a woman, who is working in a dwelling place or house.

( Aggrieved Women |
Visiting a
Workplace
|

Regular/ For Employed Contract Worker/
Domestic | | Termporary/ remuneration/ directly[Through Probationer/Trainee/
Worker | | Ad Hoc/Dalily | | Voluntary basis/ ani; oAt Apprentice/called by any

Wager Otherwise g other such name
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2.2 WHAT IS A WORKPLACE?

Aworkplace is defined as “any place visited by the employee arising out of or during the course of
employment, including transportation provided by the employer for undertaking such a journey.”
As per this definition, a workplace covers both the organised and un-organised sectors.

Italso includes all workplaces whether owned by Indian or foreign company having a place of work
in India. As per the Act, workplace includes:

- CGovernment organizations, including Government company, corporations and cooperative
societies;

- Private sector organisations, venture, society, trust, NGO or service providers etc. providing
services which are commercial, vocational, educational, sports, professional, entertainment,
industrial, health related or financial activities, including production, supply, sale, distribution
or service;

- Hospitals/Nursing Homes;
- Sports Institutes/Facilities;

- Placesvisited by the employee (including while on travel) including transportation provided by
employer;

- Adwelling place or house.

The Act defines the Unorganised Sector as:

* Anyenterprise owned by an individual or self-employed workers engaged in the production or
sale of goods or providing services of any kind;

* Any enterprise which employs less than 10 workers.

All women working or visiting workplaces, for exa mple:
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2.3 WHAT IS SEXUAL HARASSMENT AT THE WORKPLACE?

“Sexual Harassment” includes anyone or more of the following unwelcome acts or behaviour
(whether directly or by implication), namely:

1. Physical contact or advances;

2. A demand or request for sexual favours;
3. Making sexually coloured remarks;

4. Showing pornography;
5

Any other unwelcome physical, verbal or non-verbal conduct of a sexual nature

e n L&l Sy

2.4 KEY ELEMENTS OF WORKPLACE SEXUAL HARASSMENT

Very often situations that start off innocently end up in inappropriate and unprofessional
behaviours. It is important to remember that workplace sexual harassment is sexual, unwelcome
and the experience is subjective. It is the impact and not the intent that matters and it almost always
occurs in a matrix of power. It is possible that a woman may experience a single instance of sexual
harassment or a series of incidents over a period of time. It is important also to remember that
each case is unique and should be examined in its own context and according to the surrounding
circumstances as a whole. '

THE FIRST STEP TO PREVENTION IS

The following table highlights the subjective RECOGNITION

nature of the experience and the impact it may
have on the person involved, irrespective of the ~ Workplace Sexual Harassment is
intent of such behaviour. behaviour that is

To enable prevention of sexual harassment at the UNWELCOME

workplace, it is critical to recognize and  SEXUALinnature

differentiate between welcome and unwelcome A SUBJECTIVE experience
sexual behaviour. Listed are some examples of
how “unwelcome” and “welcome” behaviour is
experienced. Often occurs in a matrix of POWER

IMPACT not intent is what matters
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UNWELCOME WELCOME

Feels bad Feels good
One-sided Reciprocal
Feels powerless In-control
Power-based Equality
Unwanted Wanted
lllegal Legal

!l Invading Open

| Demeaning Appreciative
Causes anger/sadness Happy
Causes negative self-esteem Positive self-esteem

Impact of inappropriate behaviour

The impact of sexual harassment at the workplace is far-reaching and is an injury to the equal right
of women. Not only does it impact her, it has a direct bearing on the workplace productivityas well
as the development of the society. Below is a list of select examples of such negative impacts.
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* Depression

» Increased absenteeism, loss of pay SRS e e
* Traumatic stress

e Loss of promotional opportunities « Sleeplessness

i
| -. .
| o Retaliation from the respondent, or . » Shame, guilt, self-blame
|

colleagues| friends of the respondent + e Difficulty in concentrating

. : . ' » Headaches
|-. o Subjected to gossip and scrutiny at work

» Fatigue, loss of motivation
* Being objectified » Personal Difficulties with time

+ Feeling betrayed and/or violated

« Defamation . .
« Feeling angry or violent towards the respondent

» Being ostracized * Feeling powerless

« Having to relocate e Loss of confidence and self esteem

« Over all loss of trust in people

« Job and career consequences SPrShierms with intimacy

« Weakened support network ' « Withdrawal and isolation

SEXUAL HARASSMENT IS A SUBJ ECTIVE EXPERIENCE

in 2010, the High Court of Delhi endorsed the view that sexual harassment is a subjective
experience and for that reason held “We therefore prefer to analyze harassment from the
[complainant’s] perspective. A complete understanding of the [complainant’s] view requires...
an analysis of the different perspectives of men and women. Conduct that many men consider
unobjectionable may offend many women... Men tend to view some forms of sexual harassment
as “harmless social interactions to which only overly-sensitive women would object. The
characteristically male view depicts sexual harassment as comparatively harmless amusernent.
.. Men, who are rarely victims of sexual assault, may view sexual conduct in a vacuum without
a full appreciation of the social setting or the underlying threat of violence that a woman may
perceive.”

Dr. Punita K. Sodhi v. Union of India & Ors. W.P. (C) 367/2009 & CMS 828, 11426/2009
On 9 September, 2010, in the High Court of Delhi

1
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2.5 EXAMPLES OF BEHAVIOURS AND
SCENARIOS THAT CONSTITUE SEXUAL
HARASSMENT

Below are examples of behaviour that may or may
not constitute workplace sexual harassment in
isolation. At the same time, it is important to
remember that more often than not, such
behaviour occurs in cluster. Distinguishing
between these different possibilities is not an easy
task and requires essential training and skill
building.

Some examples of behaviour that constitute sexual harassment at the workplace:

1. Making sexually suggestive remarks or innuendos.

Serious or repeated offensive remarks, such as teasing related to a person’s body or appearance.
Offensive comments or jokes.

Inappropriate questions, suggestions or remarks about a person’s sex life.

Displaying sexist or other offensive pictures, posters, mms, sms, whatsapp, or e-mails.
Intimidation, threats, blackmail around sexual favours.

Threats, intimidation or retaliation against an employee who speaks up zbout unwelcome
behaviour with sexual overtones.
Unwelcome social invitations, with sexual overtones commonly understood as flirting.

~Nooywn bW

s

Unwelcome sexual advances which may or may not be accompanied by promises or threats,
explicit or implicit.

12
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10. Physical contact such as touching or pinching.
1. Caressing, kissing or fondling someone against her will (could be considered assault).

12. Invasion of personal space (getting too close for no reason, brushing against or cornering
someone).

13. Persistently asking someone out, despite being turned down.
14. Stalking an individual.

15. Abuse of authority or power to threaten a person’s job or undermine her performance against
sexual favours.

16. Falsely accusing and undermining a person behind closed doors for sexual favours.
17. Controlling a person’s reputation by rumour-mongering about her private life.
Some examples of behaviour that may indicate underlying workplace sexual harassment and
merit inquiry:

1. Criticizing, insulting, blaming, reprimanding or condemning an employee in public.
2. Exclusion from group activities or assignments without a valid reason.

Statements damaging a person’s reputation or career.

Removing areas of responsibility, unjustifiably.

Inappropriately giving too little or too much work.

Constantly overruling authority without just cause.

Unjustifiably monitoring everything that is done.

Blaming an individual constantly for errors without just cause.

Repeatedly singling out an employee by assigning her with demeaning and belittling jobs that
are not part of her regular duties.

I I VA Y

10. Insults or humiliations, repeated attempts to exclude or isolate a person.

11. Systematically interfering with normal work conditions, sabotaging places or instruments of

work.
12. Humiliating a person in front of colleagues, engaging in smear campaigns.

13. Arbitrarily taking disciplinary action against an employee.

14. Controlling the person by withholding resources (time, budget, autonomy, and training)

necessary to succeed.

some examples of workplace behaviours that may not constitute sexual harassment:

1. Following-up on work absences.

2. Requiring performance to job standards.

13
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Constructive feedback abouyt the work mistake and not the perso
n.

2.6 FORMS OF WORKPLACE SEXUAL HARASSMENT

R ET———

Generally workplace sexual harassment refers to two common forms of i
mn

* Quid Pro Quo (literally ‘this for that”)

Implied or explicit promise of preferential/detrimental treatment in employment
- Implied or express threat about her present or future employment status
* Hostile Work Environment

- Creating a hostile, intimidating or an offensive work environment

Humiliating treatment likely to affect her health or safety

The following scenarios have been constructed as examples based on real life experiences of
women at workplaces. The scenarios attempt to build an understanding of the two types of
workplace sexual harassment as prescribed by the Act i.e. quid pro quo and hostile environment.

The names in the following examples are fictional and in no way refer to any individual alive or
dead.

A. Examples of scenarios that constitute quid pro quo or ‘this for that’ type of sexual
harassment at the workplace:

SCENARIO EXAMPLE 1

Kamini is a bright young team leader working in a call centre. Known to be forthright, she is
dedicated, hardworking and is a perfectionist.

Kamini stays back at work late one evening with her colleague Ravi to complete wor.k for an
important presentation. Ravi offers to buy Kamini dinner and later drop her home since'lt’s befen
a long day. After dinner, Ravi proposes to Kamini that he would like her to spend t.he night with
him. Kamini refuses politely but firmly and goes home. Next evening, Ravi repeats his request and
on Kamini's refusal, threatens her that if she doesn’t give-in, he will tell everyone that she made a

pass at him.

What is Workplace ‘this for that’ Sexual Harassment?

i is ¢ : sexual
Ravi’s threat to Kamini that if she does not agree to his ‘request’ for a

xample
IRINEBUONE ERamy S cter at the workplace as a person who wants to use i

favour, he will in return smear her chara

14
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During an official field visit to Shimla for 2 days, Dr. Bhavan finds an opportunity to be alone with
Shamima and makes a physical advance. Despite her protests, he forces himself on her while giving
lurid and sexually explicit details of his relationships, both past and present, with women. When

she chastises him and threatens to make his behaviour public, he threatens to destroy her career.

What is Workplace Sexual Harassment?

In the above example, by threatening Shamima with the destruction of her career, Dr. Bhavan

commits quid pro quo sexual harassment. His physical advances and sexual conversation are
unwelcome for Shamima and occur in a matrix of power.

B. Examples of scenarios that constitute a ‘hostile work environment’ type of sexual

harassment at the workplace:

SCENARIO EXAMPLE 1

Jayanthi works in a garment factory in Bangalore.

15
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